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to commemorate the glorious death, of General Wolfe at
Quebec (1759).51 Victorious fighting and life are more
valuable in a war than martyr-like death, and so it is
not really surprising that words such as, "Pro patria
mori, vivere est " (cf. Horace's " Dulce et decorum est pro
patria mori"), or " Pro religions mori " or " Pro libertate
mori, vivere est," have not found favour on military
badges. Sentences of this kind do indeed appear on
some medals and medalets, which, however, as they
commemorate patriotic deeds, should be classed under
Heading XL

VII. DEATH AS AN EMBLEM OF DESTRUCTION AND

EUIN.

In regard to the skull and bones as an emblem of
danger, destruction, and ruin, there are satyrical medals,
as there are satyrical prints, especially political cartoons,
on which Death's heads are introduced to suggest the
unsound, dangerous, or destructive nature of certain
customs, occupations, or enterprises. Thus, on the occa-
sion of a fete given in 1875, when Samuel Plimsoll
(1824-1898), "the sailors' friend," was elected Member
of Parliament for Liverpool, those present wore a medalet
with PlimsolFs portrait on the obverse, and one of the
so-called " coffin-ships," a species of death-trap which he
helped to get rid of, on the obverse. The ship is repre-
sented sinking; on one of its sails is pictured a Death's
head with crossed bones; in the exergue are the words
COFFIN SHIP.

01 Vide Major J. H. Lawrence Archer, The Bntisli Aimy ; its Regi-
mental Recoids, Badges, Devices, dc, London, 1888, p. 77. I am
indebted to Mr. L. Forrer for this reference.